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PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
25th – 30th April 2016 

 
 Develop new strategies and teaching approaches in order to reduce the 

rate of early school leavers. 
 
 Reduce the absenteeism rate in order to have students continuing their 

secondary education and getting their certificate. 
 
 Involve students in European projects, activities and mobilities which will 

enhance their motivation, make them face different school systems and 
 experience an added European value. 
 
 Continue with the process of internationalization we have started in our 

schools. 
 
 Endow students with basic skills: we will pay special attention to 
 communicative, linguistic and skills in both their mother tongue and a 
 foreign language, which will contribute to the smooth transition to the job 

market as we will teach students how to communicate effectively (oral 
presentations, speeches, writings...) 

 
 Promote a new approach in the schools. We aim at making the staff aware 

of the need to revert the situation aforementioned and to work on new 
teaching methods to cater for diversity. 

 
 Make families aware of the risks of absenteeism and early school leaving. 
 
 Learn from the partner schools new methods and techniques to deal with 

school failure, motivation and diversity. 
 
 



 
 
 

How to reduce absenteeism of 
students and early-school 

leaving? 

 
Our School has developed a programme of 

activities to enable students and teachers 
from our partner countries to work together  
on the reduction in absenteeism and early 
school leaving, and to gain new perspectives 
on the aims of the project and strategies of 
achieving goals. 

 
 
 
 

 



Publiczne Gimnazjum nr 1 
The programme of the meeting 

 
 

Monday 25th April 
Partners’ arrivals.  
16:00 – Meeting students, teachers and host families. Introductions. 
17:00 – Visiting the surrounding area. 
18:00 – Evening with host families. 
18:00 – Teachers’ workshop. 
 
Tuesday 26th April 

8:25 – Arrival at school. Welcome.  
8:40 – A school guided tour.  
9:10 – 9:20 Break time. 
9:20 – 10:05 Ice-breaking activities. 
10:05 – 10:15 Break time. 
10:15 – 11:00 Ice-breaking activities.  
11:00 – 11:20 Break time 
11:20 – 13:05 PowerPoint presentations. Each school will be presenting its education 
system and school rules aiming at reducing absenteeism and school failure. 
13:05 – 13:35 Lunch break. 
14:00 – A visit to the town hall and meeting the President. 
14:30 – 16:30 Watching the interactive exhibition “Giants of Power” at the Municipal 
Culture Centre. 
16:30 – 18:00 A walking tour around the town guided by students. 
18:00 – Evening with host families. 
18:00 – Teachers’ workshop. 
 
Wednesday 27th April 
A full day trip to Oświęcim, Brzezinka and Kraków (packed lunch provided by host families). 
6:05 – Gathering in front of the school building. 
6:15 –  Leaving for the trip. 
9:45 – 14:00 Visiting the concentration and extermination camps in Auschwitz and 
Birkenau. A unique history lesson stressing the need to look after diversity. 
15:15 – 18:30 Visiting Krakow. Outdoor and indoor art and history lessons. 
18:30 – 19:30 Dinner in a restaurant. 
19:30 – Leaving for Bełchatów 
23:00 – Arrival in Bełchatów and a return to host families. 
 
 
 
 



Thursday 28th April 
8:25 – 10:05 Partner schools will be presenting PowerPoint presentations about their 
education systems to Polish students in different classrooms during two lessons. 
10:05 – 10:15 Break time 
10:15 – 12:05 Compiling strengths and weaknesses of our schools from students’ points of 
view and a discussion on results. 
12:05 – 12:20 Break time 
12:20 – 13:05 Drama workshops – persuading an absentee  to attend school. 
13:05 – 13:35 Lunch at the school canteen. 
13:35 – 14:50 Drama workshops – recording short rhymes, scenes and sketches 
encouraging an absentee to attend school. 
14:50 – 15:00 Break time. 
15:10 – 15:55 Working on spreading information about the project with the use of  the 
etwinning platform – group 1/A dance class – group 2. 
15:55 – 16:05 Break time. 
16:05 – 16:50 Working on spreading information about the project with the use of the 
etwinning platform – group 2/A dance class – group 1. 
17:00 – Evening with host families. 
17:00 – Teachers’ workshop – discussing financial issues. 
 
Friday 29th April 
A half-day trip to Rogowiec (packed lunch provided by host families). 
8:25 – Gathering in front of the school building. 
9:00 – Leaving for the trip. 
9:30 – 11:30 Visiting the local power plant. Familiarizing with the process of producing 
electricity. 
12:00 – 13:00 Climbing the local man-made hill Mountain Kamieńsk. 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunchtime. 
14:30 – Arrival in Bełchatów.  
Afternoon with host families. 
 
17:30 – 20:30 A farewell reception with the students, host families, authorities and the 
school staff. 
17:30 – Students’ performances. 
18:30 – Presenting diplomas. 
19:00 – Finger buffet. 
 
Saturday 30th April 
Partners’ departure 
 
 



Monday 25th April 
Our guests arrived at different times and at  the different airports where our 

teachers were awaiting for them. 

 

 

 
They arrived in Bełchatów in two groups by bus and they were greeted by 

excited Polish teachers and hosting families.  



Tuesday 26th April 
After the arrival at school the head teacher welcomed the guests and the Polish 

students took them on a guided tour around the school building. 
 

 

 
 



Then, students took part in ice-breaking activities to get to know each other and   
help them socialise. 

 

 

 
 



After that, students from each school presented their education systems and 
school rules aiming at reducing absenteeism and school failure. 

 

 

 



After lunch at the school canteen we went to the town hall to meet Vice-
President Mrs Agnieszka Wysocka. She depicted briefly the history of our town 

and presented some gifts to the students and teachers from abroad. 
 

 

 



Next, we visited the Municipal Culture Centre “Giants of Power” to watch the interactive 
exhibition. Here, our guests learned about the geological processes that led to the 

formation of the charcoal beds around Bełchatów and carried out experiments in the field 
of physics and electrical phenomena. 

 

 

During the teachers’ workshops Spanish teachers emphasized the necessity of conducting 
and analysing a survey among some students, their parents and teachers to find out the 

causes of students’ absenteeism and school failure. We also presented and  discussed our 
reports on actions we take at school to deal with these problems. 

 



Wednesday 27th April 
At first, we visited the concentration and extermination camps in Oświęcim 

(Auschwitz) and Brzezinka (Birkenau) in order to experience a unique history 
lesson stressing the need to look after diversity. 

 

 



 

 



A visit to Kraków turned out to be both outdoor and indoor art and history 
lessons for visitors. 

 

 



Thursday 28th April 
In the morning the students from partner schools showed their PowerPoint 

presentations in different classrooms during two lessons. The main aim was to 
familiarize Polish teachers and students with their education systems and rules 

used at school to lower absenteeism and school failure. Also, they had some 
time to ask questions. 

 

 

 



Next, students had the task of compiling and assessing strengths and weaknesses of their 
school. After introducing needed vocabulary, students worked in the national groups to 

assess relevant aspects of their education institution and  answer the question: What can 
be done to attract an absentee to school? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NO 
Relevant aspect of 
school 

Strengths Weaknesses 

1 School building   

2 Classrooms   

3 
Facilities for the 
disabled 

  

4 Sports facilities   

5 Subjects   

6 Lessons   

7 
Contents of 
coursebooks 

  

8 After-school activities   

9 Teachers’ qualifications   

10 
Methods and 
techniques used during 
classes 

  

11 Skills taught at school   

12 
Checking student’s 
knowledge and skills 

  

13 Exams   

14 
Punishment for bad 
behaviour 

  

15 Breatime   

16 
School events within  
 a school year 

  

17 
School trips/school 
camps 

  

18 Subject competitions   

19 Sports competitions   

20 Atmosphere   

21 Safety   

22 Others:   

23 Others:   



Finally, they discussed the results and draw 
the following  conclusions: 

 

 Teachers could be more friendly. 

 School should organize more trips to learn better 

and help students socialise. 

 More control over students’ attendance. 

  More communication between families and 

teachers. 

  Teachers can be funnier. 

  Convince students that they need studies to get 

a job. 

 Make classes more interesting. 

 The students want to have less heavy school 

bags. 

 The students want to have lessons outside. 

 Teach more life skills. 

 Encourage students to be creative. 

 



Then,  students were divided into international groups of four to work on a short scene or sketch 
encouraging an absentee to attend school. To make the task more challenging, each group was given the 

same  set of pictures showing various situations corresponding with the subject to arrange them in a 
particular order and complete blank speech bubbles. As a consequence, the students created several short 

comics which helped them act out interesting and funny sketches.  What is more, all absentees were 
persuaded to go regularly to a school. Our students recorded all scenes and made a film to watch the 

results of the drama  workshops. 
 

 

 

 



At the end of the school day the students spent time in two different classrooms. Lessons 
were held in  the IT classroom in order to spread information about the project with the use 

of the eTwinning platform. They made and uploaded short Movie Maker films about the 
meeting in Poland. 

 

 

 



In the Chemistry classroom students had the chance to watch experiments 
carried out by Polish students and conduct simple experiments with provided 

materials and chemical substances on their own. The purpose of those activities 
was to show students the attractiveness and usefulness of  the knowledge of 

science subjects, which can increase their motivation for studying and 
attendance at school. 

 

 



Friday 29th April 
In the morning we took our guests on a half-day trip to nearby Rogowiec to visit the local 
power plant powered by charcoal. They were familiarized with the process of producing 

electricity. However, the main aim of the trip was to make students aware of the need for 
attending school and studying with a view to applying for a job in the near future. 

 

On the way back to Bełchatów we watched the power plant and the open-pit brown coal 
mine from the vantage point and from the local man-made hill Mountain Kamieńsk. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the afternoon our school organized a farewell reception with the students, host families 
and the school staff to make them aware of the risks of absenteeism and early school 

leaving and to show that the students’ skills and motivation had increased during those five 
days. Everybody enjoyed watching students’ performances, presenting diplomas to the 

participants of the international meeting and tasting Polish delicacies. 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



Evaluation of the meeting by guests 
 

 
 


